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Pep Rally 2011

By: Elise Couillard
 Orange and black swarm into 
the sunlit stands overlooking the football 
field. Kids scream and yell, jump up and 
down, and stomp their feet. The pep rally 
is arguably the most energetic half hour of 
the entire school year at Montville High. 
 While the cheerleaders dance and 
the band plays a groove, everyone’s energy 
is high. They’re all excited to win contests 
against other classes, and to get pumped 
for the homecoming football game. Mr. 
Hayes mans the microphone and directs 
the festivities as the four classes boo at 
each other. Each class competes for their 
banners (depicting Indians spearing the 
NFA “Wildcat”) to win, and they take 
turns screaming “EM AACHH ESSSS” 
at the highest decibel possible for another 
contest. The band plays Rain Chant and a 
few lucky teachers dance away, asking the 
Native American weather gods for luck at 
the upcoming game. 

 Newly appointed senior royalty 
bear their crowns as homecoming 
nominees march up to their posts on the 
field. Fall athletes each get their own 
anthem as they stand in front of the stands 
with pride. This is a time for recognition 
and appreciation for those who represent 
our school. 
 Homecoming weekend is a time 
of great school spirit and pride. “The 
pep-rally gave students a chance to be 
themselves and not be judged because 
everyone there is in the same boat,” says 
sophomore Mallory Tassone. The dance 
and the football game are all a celebration 
of the high school, for what makes the 
school special and awesome.
 The pep rally, and spirit week in 
general, is not a time to miss at Montville. 
It doesn’t matter who you are during the 
rest of the year. During orange and black 
day, you are a Montvillian. 

Seniors yell MHS!

We’ve got Spirit,
how ‘bout You?
By: Nina DiCocco 

 Spirit week has been a Montville 
high school tradition for years. It’s the 
one week that students look forward 
to most. Everyone dresses up and goes 
crazy representing the school and  their 
class. Montville senior Ayla Presby 
say, “Montville goes all out for spirit 
week.” It always takes place the week of 
homecoming in mid-October.
 Spirit week lasts four days. In 
previous spirit weeks there was sports 
day and  character day when students 
got to dress in costumes as their favorite 
character. There was also class colors 
day which continued this year. Finally 
the last day of spirit week is orange and 
black day. This is when every student 
decks out in orange and black to show 
school spirit and at the end of the day 
there is a pep rally.  This year’s spirit 
week had dress for success, class colors 
day, turn back the clock, and orange and 
black day. Administrators decided to get 
rid of character day because students were 
dressing inappropriately. 
 A faculty member at Montville 
high says, “although spirit week is lots 
of fun, dress code still applies.” Many 
students think just because they can 
dress up, they can wear whatever they 
want. This is not true the dress code still 
applies. Shorts and dresses must be the 
appropriate length. The dress code issues 
could eventually lead to no spirit week at 
all. If spirit week is permanently removed 
it would not be fair to those that follow the 
rules. 
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MHS SPORTS
MHS Seeks State Title

By:  Jeffrey Tryon
 Montville High School’s men’s 
soccer team has had a very successful 
season so far. The team is 16 games into 
the season and stand at 14-2 with an ECC 
championship tie  under their belts. They 
dropped their season opener to NFA 3-2 in 
a very tough game. Montville really woke 
up after the hard loss and went on a 10 
game winning streak while only allowing 
2 goals in that streak with 8 shutouts. The 
only other loss Montville has recorded 
was an away game versus Ledyard high 
school. Ledyard handed Montville a 
3-l loss which was a turning point for 
Montville showing them they have to 
show up every day to work. Since then 
they have won 4 straight games since that 
loss without allowing a single goals.
 Recently Montville has tied the 
shut out record left by the 2010 men’s 
soccer team. The record is 12 shutouts 
and the Indians are looking to surpass 

that record this season in their upcoming 
games. Goal keeper Jake Sorenson has 
done wonders filling in the starting role as
goal keeper and has been superb not 
allowing many goals. “The coaches have 
done a great job solidifying the defense 
and having the transition from offense 
to defense solid,” says goal keeper Jake 
Sorenson who believes his defense and 
the entire team preserves these shutouts 
for him.
 Montville is looking to repeat 
another state title this year along with 
an ECC tournament championship to 
add to their impressive resume. A state 
title means a lot to this team and they are 
looking forward to their shot this year.
 
 Editor’s note: As of this printing 
Jake Sorenson has now broken the MHS 
single season save record.  Nice job, Jake!

The boy’s soccer team huddles together during a game earlier this season.

Fighting to 
Finish Strong
By: Rachael Orbe

 The MHS football team lost on 
Friday, October 21, 32-22 against Norwich 
Free Academy in the Homecoming game. 
NFA, defending large division champions 
and top 10 in the state, gave the Indians 
a challenge. However, the MHS pep 
rally hoped to inspire and pump up the 
team to edge over the wildcats. Coach 
Grove remarked, “It was positive for us. 
It’s always good for the school to come 
together to celebrate our teams.”  The 
team is 5-1 for homecoming games during 
Grove’s time as coach. 
 Using that intensity and energy, 
the Indians started the game with a 
touchdown by Brandon Johnson, but it 
didn’t take long for the Wildcats to strike 
back. The game was a constant battle.  
The turning point of the game was when 
the Indians were stopped on a fourth and 
four and NFA scored a field goal to take 
the lead. “They had the momentum, and 
we couldn’t recover” says Coach Grove. 
 Having lost against Griswold the 
previous week, Coach Grove is proud that 
the boys showed up and competed. “We 
came to play against a good team.” The 
Indians, short-handed due to knee injuries 
to Jake Basilica and Brandon Robertson, 
are looking for a win.  “The boys gave it 
all they had, but it wasn’t enough. They 
played their hearts out, but NFA made 
more plays.”  
 The key veteran players are 
stepping up and regaining the team’s focus 
for the remaining games against New 
London, Plainfield, and St. Bernard’s.  
The focus: to win.  
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MHS SPORTS
By: Rachael Orbe

 The MHS boys’ basketball team 
is looking to rebound from their rough 
previous season with more dedication and 
team chemistry. The team is transitioning 
from a group of athletes to a basketball 
team.  Coach Gollsneider says, “I am 
excited about this year’s team compared 
to the previous two seasons. This year’s 
team has several kids who are very 
passionate about basketball and others 
who hate to lose.” 
 The key returning players for 
the team are seniors Nick Kinder and 
Matt Cicchese, and juniors AJ Allard, 
Jake Basilica, and Connor Leeman. With 
their experience and leadership, they will 
be able to turn the team around. Also, 
important newcomers include seniors 
Tecumseh Champlain and Jeff Brown, 
and juniors Nick Clemons, Jeff Tryon, 

New and Improved: Men’s Basketball
and Dominic Walmsley.  Athletic and 
determined, this group is ready to take on 
the season. 
 The Indians have a tough 
schedule ahead against Waterford, 
East Lyme, and 
S t o n i n g t o n .  
However, the team 
has many “must win 
games.” They have 
three vital cross over 
ECC Small Division 
games coming against 
Griswold, Tourtelotte, 
and Lyman Memorial.  
In addition to these, 
they play four ECC 
Medium Division 
games against Somers, 
Norwich Tech, Grasso 

Tech, and St. Bernard’s.  The team needs to 
pull through in these games to qualify for 
the state tournament for the first time since 
the 2009-2010 season. “That will mean 

winning eight games.  If 
that goal is accomplished, 
the goal will be increased 
to being above .500 for the 
season.”    
 They have a rough 
road ahead, but nothing 
impossible. With a better 
sense of teamwork and 
hard work, they will be 
able to achieve their goals 
and aim higher.  
Tryouts will be held 
Monday, November 28 
and Tuesday, November 
29.

By: Mallory Tassone
In it to Win it: Girls’ Basketball
 Coach Wainwright and the MHS 

girls’ basketball team 
are anticipating a 
winning season, 
with an ECC 

M e d i u m 
D i v i s i o n 
title.  The 
girls have a 
d e m a n d i n g 
s c h e d u l e 
ahead of them, 
with Ledyard 
and Waterford 
competing in 
the Medium 
D i v i s i o n .  
In previous 
years, these 
two teams 
were part 

of the 

ECC Large.  Also providing a challenge 
for the girls is East Lyme, one of the best 
coached teams in the area.  The team plays 
at home against East Lyme on February 
13, 2012, Ledyard on January 13, 2012 
and Waterford on December 16, 2011.
 Key returners for this year’s 
team are: Senior Kim Bigelow, Juniors 
Meghan Autencio and Rachael Orbe, all 
contributors since their freshman year, 
and Sophomores Jamie Hill and Cassidy 
Bundy, who show potential to be all-
state players in the future.  These girls 
will need to contribute considerably for 
the team to advance past the first game 
of State’s and clinch the ECC Medium 
title.   Along with these key returners are 
new-coming Sophomores Taylor Penman, 
Mallory Tassone, and Catherine Matzul, 
and Junior Alana Lopes.    The incoming 
freshmen also show promise, considering 
their success in middle school.

 Coach Wainwright sees great 
potential in the girls to go far this year 
and win a title.  In the last three seasons 
the team has played only one game in 
the State tournament, this year however, 
Wainwright and the team are eager to 
advance further.  For girls trying out, 
Coach Wainwright gives these essential 
words of advice:  expect to dedicate 
yourself to the team and work hard and 
play your role every day.  The girls’ have 
a challenging season ahead of them, but 
nothing that can’t be accomplished with 
hard work and dedication. 
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Caitlyn Stewart

 Imagine a world where people 
are autocorrected every time they speak. 
Speech would turn as archaic and lazy 
as writing has become today. Not only is 
writing a dying art, but it is a burden to 
students. Complaints murmur around the 
classroom as soon as that essay is being 
written: “My hand hurts, this is pointless, 
I don’t know what to write” are common 
phrases from students’ mouths. They’d 
rather be texting or typing because their 
fingers are molded to keyboards instead 
of pens. Cell phones and computers 
promote incomplete thoughts and 
shortened words due to either limited 
space or lack of time. Laziness is a side 
effect of technology and with that state of 
mind comes less creativity. Cursive was 
taught in elementary school when I was 
in third grade, but now that is cut from the 
curriculum. No one knows how to form 
a capital cursive Q, and their signature is 
sloppy like a distracted doctor. The SATs 
require a signature and an agreement in 
cursive - a task harder than the writing 
portion itself (maybe even more time 
consuming). 

Y Teens H8 2 Write 
 School in some respects has 
contributed to teenagers’ ardent ‘dislike’ 
for writing (hate is a strong word don’t 
you think?).  Structure is emphasized 
since primary school, so it’s in students 
to stress about being serious and precise 
in writing. Anxiety takes over, you 
freeze, and you claim writer’s block. For 
the books, writer’s block doesn’t exist. 
It’s a myth (fresh-books.com). Let all 
the knowledge flow and stop yourself 
from being your own worst critic. A 
“Eureka” moment is bound to bolt 
through your hand and power you to 
finish writing. Smarts aren’t necessary 
to write an essay. If the motivation 
is there, individual potential will take 
care of the rest. Joy for doing anything 
has been lost because in school, kids are 
told to stick to the curriculum (Thomas 
Armstrong, Awakening Genius). There 
is a fear of writing because full thoughts 
must make it out, and people are worried 
that what they think is wrong. Naturally, 
teenagers are still capable of wonderment 
and curiosity, but rarely those attributes 
make it into their writing.  A one track 

mind is built for a brain that is meant to 
branch in every direction. The life of a 
teenager becomes absorbed into acronyms 
and blinking cursors on a blank computer 
page.  
 The secret is, writing is like 
painting, and it’s as free as you make it to 
be. Any color and any brush that you can 
think of is at your will. 

By:Ayla Presby
All Hallows Eve
Halloween is one of the oldest holidays 
dating back to the sixteenth century.  The 
origin of Halloween originated from the 
Catholic Church and Celtic Ireland. In 
the Catholic perception it comes from an 
alteration of All Hallows Eve, All Hallows 
Day or All Saints Day giving devotion in 
honor of saints. In Ireland they celebrated 
Samhain (sow-in), “end of summer,” the 
Celtic New Year.
 Halloween is interpreted differently 
depending on the culture and region 
or country.  In the U.S., children and 
their parents decorate their houses with 

decorations to scare visitors. Picking 
pumpkins from the farmer patch and 
transforming them to jack o’ lanterns for 
people of the night to view is a given 
tradition. Children dress up in scary 
costumes, going door to door trick or 
treating, collecting yummy candy to fill 
their tummies, and older kids go to haunted 
hayrides awaiting the scare as the carriage 
pulls into the darkness! Silly pranks creep 
up on you as you walk the streets. Ghosts 
of the past haunt you in your travels 
throughout the neighborhood.  Spooky 
stories past down from generations are 

told to scare your pants off!  Having 
bonfires with flames as high as the sky 
flicker in the night.  These traditions have 
been altered to accommodate modern 
times. Halloween is more of a dentist’s 
nightmare than its traditional reason of 
celebration! Traditionally Halloween was 
a night to appease spirits and safeguard  
homes by leaving food on  doorsteps  
which is how trick or treating originated! 
Pumpkins were carved to ward off evil 
spirits. Modern day people may be 
encouraging Satan worshipers and witch 
covens without even knowing it!
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Rachael Scovish

 A recent psychological study 
concluded that the popular children’s 
television show SpongeBob Squarepants 
could be impairing the cognitive skills of 
young children.  In the study, a group of 
researchers divided sixty 4-year-olds into 
three groups. One group was instructed to 
watch SpongeBob SquarePants, another 
was parked in front of the evidently 
slower-paced children’s TV show Caillou 
and the remaining twenty tykes were told 
to draw with markers. The experiment 
was conducted over the course of 9 
minutes. Directly after, the tots went 
through a series of tests to see how well 
they solved problems, followed rules, 
and remembered what they were told. 
The study showed that “Only 15 percent 
passed the problem-solving task, for 

Can SpongeBob Absorb Brain Cells, Too? 
example, compared with 35 percent of 
Caillou viewers and 70 percent of those 
who spent time drawing.” 
 A psychology professor and 
coordinator of the study at the University 
of Virginia, Angeline Lillard, urges 
parents to not let their children watch 
shows such as this before they are 
expected to go to school and learn. David 
Bittler, a spokesman for Nickelodeon,  
counters Lillard’s study, saying 
SpongeBob SquarePants is aimed at kids 
aged 6-11, not 4-year-olds… Having 60 
non-diverse kids, who are not part of the 
show’s targeted (audience), watch nine 
minutes of programming is questionable 
methodology and could not possibly 
provide the basis for any valid findings 
that parents could trust… .”

By: Rachael Scovish
The Beat (Local Music Scene) 
 There aren’t many places to check 
out the local music scene in southeastern 
Connecticut. However, the choices we 
do have are given excellent reviews by 
almost all who attend. There are two 
main clubs for the younger crowd in our 
area, being The Room on 3 Production 
Drive in Brookfield and the seemingly 
more popular El ‘n’ Gee in New London 
on 86 Golden Street. Both of these clubs 
generally cater to the harder rocking 
crowd, so if you can’t take the heat, get 

out of the mosh pit. 
 “I’ve been to The Room twice 
to see Psychostick, and both times 
were awesome. The people running the 
place are friendly and courteous, and 
the bands they chose to open rocked.” 
The Room is a family-friendly rock 
and roll club open to local bands to 
be used as a gig spot. They have a 
stand inside to buy food and drinks, 
as well as a sitting room for when you 
need to take a break from the high-octane 

entertainment. 
The general 
admission for 
The Room is 
usually $15. 
For more 
in format ion , 
their website 
is theroomct.
com. 

MHS student Anthony Clang wears a 
SpongeBob outfit on character day.

 The El ‘n’ Gee is a much closer 
and more popular club, mostly pandering 
to the fans of punk and metal music. It is 
open to all ages, but houses a bar in a caged 
off area. Those 21 and over are given a 
wristband, permitting them access to the 
area. Popular bands such as the Ataris and 
Terrella have been known to play there, as 
well. 
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OPINION
The Value of a Teacher

By: Mallory Tassone
 A teacher is a valuable part of 
every student’s life, whether they realize 
it or not.  Teachers don’t just teach.  They 
can be a student’s biggest advocate and 
their best support network.   They don’t 
care just about teaching students the 
curriculum; they care about the student 
becoming an asset to their society and 
learning lessons that are crucial to survival 
in the real world.  “I think teaching is 
important to enforce all the lessons about 
how society expects people to behave, 
how people should treat each other and 
that when those rules are broken there 
are consequences,” says Mr. Lamperelli.  
Mr. Lamp, among other teachers, wants 
students to be valuable contributors to 
society.  Every student is capable of 
success; sometimes they just need a push.  
 Many teachers’ own inspiration 
comes from teachers they had when they 
were growing up.  Some had a group of 

teachers who left a major impact on them, 
and for others, it was one single person.  
For Mrs. Grills, it was her father.  He was 
her 5th grade teacher making it difficult 
to make the switch between Mr. Tyler and 
Dad.  He always put students first and 
saw through people’s differences to see 
them for who they were.  To this day, he 
still continues to amaze Mrs. Grills with 
his knowledge and he remains her most 
influential teacher.  
 For students not wanting to be in 
school, a teacher seems to be their biggest 
enemy.  However, a teacher is one of the 
most supportive people in their lives.  
Teachers want to see students succeed and 
to see school as a worthwhile place.  “I 
like to try to find a place for students to be 
successful,” says Mr. Grove.  “I encourage 
them to find something to get involved in; 
when they have success, they stop having 
such negative views on school.”  

Mr. Lamperelli checks his notes.

Politics 
Everywhere
By: Cleora Ohar

 Politics lurk everywhere, waiting 
for a chance to be revealed.  Political 
debate unsavory or not, is here to stay. 
 With the 2012 Presidential 
elections approaching next year, it is 
difficult not think about politics. Campaign 
ads air constantly and promising speeches 
are delivered. However, politics don’t just 
end here. Politics can be found in other 
forms. For example, people sometimes 
contemplate how to operate a generator 
or survive in the wilderness.  This may 
not sound like politics per se, but aren’t 
politics just a debate about how and why 
things work? 
 Politics follow people all the 
time. People continuously have to 
figure out how to make compromises 
for disagreements. The whole idea of 
politics, especially  during the time of 
the Ancient Greeks, was to help settle 
disputes and end the question of who gets 
to do what  or how to do it. According to 
the Discovery Channel, “The people of 
Athens had a different idea, however, and 
in the late 500BC the first democracy – or 
‘rule by the people’ – was created.” The 
Greeks had different kinds of government 
like Oligarchy before they settled with the 
democracy. The fact that democracy still 
exist today in America is an amazing feat. 
 Although it is true that politics are 
managed on a nationwide scale, they also 
occur on a smaller scale. What do kids do 
when their sibling takes something? They 
need to resolve this conflict somehow. 
  The next time presidential debates 
are held or people argue, think about how 
politics affect all of society.   It is not just 
for pundits. 
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OPINION

By: Neil Schneeberg

 According to information from 
Amnesty International, since 1973 over 
130 people have been released from death 
row due to wrongful conviction in this 
country. Who knows how many people in 
this country were executed before there 
was a chance to look into their cases more 
carefully? During a Republican 
Party primary debate, the 
mere mention that Gov. Rick 
Perry executed 234 people set 
the crowd in thunderous applause. The 
“Justice System” I believe is wrongfully 
named; it should be called the “Revenge 
System.” In many cases a sentence is 
imposed less based on the defendants 
risk to society, but how much the judge 
and jury took offense to his/her act. The 
system is prone to error: false testimonies, 
corruption, and police coercing. We 

Killed by the Government
cannot put people’s lives in the hands of a 
system that can be so easily manipulated. 
 The system is biased. Prosecutors 
seek the death penalty far more often when 
the victim is white and wealthy. Since 
1976, 77% of homicide victims whose 
cases resulted in the death penalty were 

white despite African-Americans making 
up half of all homicide victim cases. The 
single most reliable predictor of whether 
or not someone will be sentenced to death 
is race. The American Bar Association has 
found that one third of African American 
death row inmates in Philadelphia would 
have gotten life imprisonment if they were 
white.

 The death penalty does not deter 
crime. Data shows that all 14 states 
without capital punishment have homicide 
rates at or below the national level. The 
death penalty is unlikely to enter the 
minds of killers as they are committing 
their acts. Most happen in the heat of the 

moment; during a robbery or in 
a fit of rage. Many murderers 
are also under the influence of 
alcohol and other drugs while 

they commit their crimes; they do not 
think sanely about the consequences 
of their actions. 96 countries have 
abolished the death penalty, while only 56 
actively practice it. In practicing capital 
punishment the U.S. is in the company of 
countries like North Korea and Iran. The 
death penalty ought to be abolished.

By:Cleora Ohar
National Adoption Month
 During National Adoption Month, 
organizations everywhere promote and 
encourage the adoption of foster children.  
Anybody that adopts during November is 
recognized as almost a national hero. 
 November is a chance for adoption 
awareness. People become informed 

about adoption and can become mindful 
that thousands of foster children are in 
desperate need of a permanent home with 
a loving family. From the beginning to the 
end of November, each day is planned with 
activities to promote adoption awareness. 
This is done in the hope that children who 

don’t have 
a home will 
find a stable 
a b o d e . 
November 
may provide 
lots of hope 
for children 
in need. 
They need 
people to 
be aware 
of them for 
a d o p t i o n 
purposes. 

 The whole idea of National 
Adoption Month is to increase knowledge 
and raise awareness of children who don’t 
have families. Without National Adoption 
Month, there may well be millions of 
children who don’t have a home to thrive 
and grow in. According to the About.com 
website, the logo for National Adoption 
Month in 2011 is “Build Capacity to 
Make Lasting Change.” This statement is 
to make people aware that they have the 
ability to adopt a child or have others get 
involved in adoption. Adoption agencies 
such as the Connecticut Adoption and 
Family services make it their priority 
to find and give children a safe home. 
According to this agency, they have been 
“Building & Strengthening Families for 
Over 20 Years.” Adopting foster children 
and other children shows that people care 
and want to contribute to finding them 
secure homes. 

The “Justice System” I believe is wrongfully named; it 
should be called the “Revenge System.”
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WORLD NEWS
A Humble Hero

By: Elise Couillard
 It is September 8, 2009, just before 
sunrise. Sergeant Dakota Meyer of the 
U.S. Marines stationed in Afghanistan is 
walking a steep path that leads to a village 
where he intends to meet with the village 
elders. Before he meets his destination, he 
is under attack.
 Taliban soldiers opened fire on 
American troops. Meyer and Staff Sgt. 
Juan Rodriguez-Chavez heard that they 
were under attack from their radio. They 
had one goal in tmind: to save fellow 
marines trapped inside the village. 
Andrew Malcolm (Los Angeles Times) 
quotes  Meyer as saying, “Those were my 
brothers, and I couldn’t just sit back and 
watch.”
 Even as Meyer and Rodriguez-
Chavez were on a mission to save their 
brothers, they stopped their vehicle in 
the valley to check the bodies for signs 
of life. They loaded the wounded into the 

Humvee and drove them to safety. Meyer 
was exposed to danger as he was on top of 
the vehicle manning the gun.
 Meyer doesn’t feel like a hero 
after his actions that day. When he finally 
arrived in the village, he found that his 
friends did not survive the outburst. 
However, he did save the lives of 36 other 
men whom he had found wounded on 
the road. He was awarded the Medal of 
Honor, the highest recognition in the U.S. 
military, one most commonly awarded to 
soldiers who died fighting.
 Dakota Meyer was a survivor, 
and a hero, yet he feels guilty because he 
didn’t save his fellow soldiers. His actions 
saved many lives, and gave the families 
of the soldiers who died closure, as they 
were able to bury their sons at home. 
 Meyer is a humble hero, a man 
who doesn’t boast or brag, but will always 
carry the burden of that fateful day.

Marine Sergeant Dakota Meyer receives the Medal of Honor.

Is Justice 
Served?
By:Neil Schneeberg

 Troy Davis was put to death by 
legal injection September 21st in Georgia. 
Davis had faced three execution dates 
before the final one. He was convicted 
in 1991 of the murder of white off-duty 
police officer Mark MacPhail in 1989.  
MacPhail was working as a security guard 
when he came to the aid of a homeless 
man. MacPhail advanced towards Davis 
and two other men and was shot and 
killed. 
 Of the 9 witnesses who testified 
against Davis, 7 have either recanted or 
contradicted their previous statements. 
Several jurors have said that they would 
have reconsidered their decision in favor 
of Davis if they had known then what they 
know now. There is no physical evidence 
linking Davis to the crime. He claims that 
Sylvester “Redd” Coles, who was present 
at the scene of the crime was the one 
beating the homeless man, Larry Young, 
and that Redd was also the one who pistol 
whipped him. Redd Coles was one of the 
main witnesses during the trial. Coles 
admitted to possession of the same caliber 
gun that killed MacPhail, but claims that 
he had given it to another man earlier that 
day. Coles is also the one who originally 
informed police of the shooting.
 Many organizations and 
prominent people have spoken out against 
the execution of Troy Davis. Amnesty 
International created a petition with 
hundreds of thousands of signatures. 
Other supporters of Troy Davis include 
Pope Benedict XVI, Jimmy Carter, Al 
Sharpton, Bob Barr (a  former Republican 
congressman), and William S. Sessions ( 
former FBI director and judge).
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WORLD NEWS

By: Joey Weekly

Michael Jackson’s personal doctor, 
Conrad Murray, was recently on trial in 
Los Angeles for involuntary manslaughter 
of the pop legend. When Jackson hired 
Murray, he told him that it was “divine 
guidance.”  Jackson also told Murray that 
he wanted to open a children’s hospital 
where Murray would be the medical 
director. A tape was played where Jackson 
talked to Murray about his idea of a 
children’s hospital. Jackson’s words were 
slurred and slow.
 Murray said in court that Jackson 
was addicted propofol, a surgical 
anesthetic, which Jackson called his 
“milk.” Murray admitted to giving 
Jackson propofol “30 days a month, every 
day with the exception of three days 
leading up to his death.” Murray did not 
know that he would be giving Jackson 

Conrad Murray Trial
propofol before he signed on to be his 
personal doctor.  Murray also admitted 
that he knew Jackson was addicted to 
propofol, but claimed he was trying to 
wean him. Jackson also told Murray that 
he had used propofol for years before he 
had been hired. Murray also said that he 
was surprised at Jackson’s pharmaceutical 
knowledge. 
 After three nights of withholding 
propofol from Jackson, the morning of 
death had come. Murray said that Jackson 
had a restless night that included several 
sedatives, two of which were lorazepam 
and midazolam, but without any success. 
Jackson found some brief sleep using 
meditation that morning, but by 10 A.M, 
he was begging for propofol. “He said, 
‘I’d like to have some milk, please, please 
give me some’,” Murray told prosecutors. 

At about 10:40 A.M Murray said he 
decided to give Jackson “small amounts” 
of propofol to help him sleep. Murray said 
he watched Jackson while he slept, but did 
not mention the several e-mails and calls 
his records show. Murray supposedly 
went to the bathroom for two minutes, 
and when he came back Jackson was not 
breathing. Murray did a poor job of CPR, 
and did not call an ambulance, but instead 
shouted downstairs to Jackson’s chef 
for help, and placed a call to Jackson’s 
personal assistant. Murray used CPR to 
try and revive Jackson, but to no avail. On 
the morning of July 25th, 2009 Michael 
Jackson died due to acute propofol 
intoxication.  This month, Murray was 
convicted of involuntary manslaughter 
and awaits his sentencing.

By: Joey weekly
Amanda Knox Convicted for Being Foreign? 
 Amanda Knox was in Italy in 
November of 2007 studying at the same 
university as Merideth Kercher, one of 
four roommates in an apartment nearby 
the university. She returned to her house 
10:30 am on November 2nd after a night 
at her boyfriend’s house, only to find it 
empty with several “abnormal” features 
when she walked in  such as a bloodied 
sink in her bathroom, the window to one of 
her roommates’ rooms shattered, and the 

door to Kercher’s room locked. She called 
all of her roommates and finally got hold 
of Filomena Romanelli. She then returned 
with her boyfriend, Raffaele Sollecito, in 
order to check for signs of burglary. They 
went up to Kercher’s door and knocked, 
but there was no response. Sollecito tried to 
break down the door, but with no success. 
Sollecito then called the carabinieri, the 
Italian military police force. When the 
police got there it was not the carabinieri 
but instead a couple of officers fresh out 
of the police academy not ready to handle 
a case of this magnitude. If the carbinieri 
had come, most people say they would 
not have let themselves be led through 
the crime scene and certainly would not 
have let the six people who were there 
break down the door to Kerche’rs room 
revealing her dismembered body. 
 Knox was taken into custody 
along with the rest of her roommates. 

After questioning, all were let go with the 
exception of Knox, the only American of 
the six. The Italian media played off Knox 
as a “Sex crazed femme fatale.” Part of 
the argument to convict Knox was that 
Kercher’s death was “part of a satanic 
ritual orgy.”  Knox and her boyfriend, 
Raffaele Sollecito, were originally 
sentenced to twenty six years in an Italian 
prison. It is clear to me that the Italian 
police force did a poor job in handling the 
case and Amanda Knox was the scapegoat 
of their poor work efforts. On October 4th, 
2011, justice was finally served to Knox 
and Sollecito when both of their sentences 
were overturned. Amanda Knox broke 
down crying in court, was let out of prison 
and at long last reunited with her family In 
Seattle, Washington. 
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MHS NEWS
What is the “Value” of this?

By:Cleora Ohar
 Montville High School’s core 
values have existed for a few years 
now. They were established to motivate 
students every day at school. The core 
values still resonate with at least some, if 
not most, students. 
 Each core value has a simple, 
yet substantial meaning. Effort is at the 
forefront of this list. Respect comes in 
at a close second. Responsibility is last, 
but not least. Each of these philosophies 
can be applied to the classroom, cafeteria, 
and the hallways. The idea is that students 
can apply these core values at school, so 
they will have a way of approaching and 
accomplishing their goals. The core values 
establish common goals for students to 
follow. Each core value is capable of being 
used in every activity that students are 
involved in. If students put forth “effort” 
in their classes they do great things. 
Students have many “responsibilities” 

that they need to keep track of.  Students 
are highly encouraged to “respect” their 
peers and teachers. If students don’t apply 
the core values to their daily routine, they 
can’t possibly succeed. 
 The objective of the core values is 
to inspire, encourage, and guide students 
to success. Each student has a different 
way of approaching and viewing these 
core values. The core values also hold 
a distinct importance for each student. 
Caitlyn Stewart, Montville High School 
senior states, “I think they’re important 
because they make our school run 
well. They’re like pillars that hold up a 
building.” Montville High School aims 
to keep the core values alive each year. 
Students can look back at their Montville 
High School years and see how these core 
values lead them to where they are today. 

MHS Core Values

Technology in 
School
By: Jessica Fortenberry

Are students applauded for bringing 
laptops to school? In the past decade, 
schools have changed drastically from 
pencil and paper to computers, from 
books and articles to Kindles and Nooks. 
Even the average chalk board has changed 
into a SMART board or touch screens. Is 
this change of our century effecting how 
we learn as students? Is it improving how 
students learn, or is this huge change just 
numbing the brain?
     On a lobbying site, “Ed Tech Action 
Network,” Holly M. Jobe states, “In states, 
school districts and schools across the 
country, there is substantial evidence that 
technology has become a vital component 
for the success of the entire educational 
enterprise by:
•        Improving learning and achievement 
among urban, suburban and rural students 
of all ages and abilities and aids all 
students to meet high standards
•        Helping new and aspiring teachers 
to become “highly qualified” and experts 
in their subject area
Our traditional learning has been wiped out 
by technology; maybe it’s brainwashing 
our education system, maybe not. My 
sister, a senior in college, states, “You 
can’t get through one day of class without 
using your computer, it’s faster and more 
efficient to use as a student to get your 
work and studies done.” If high school 
students are getting ready for college, 
they need to get used to the habit of using 
their technology so they are ready for the 
future.
“Students expect to see smart boards, 
and computers in every classroom. They 
become accustomed to using technology 
every day, whether it’s the internet 
for research, or Audacity for speaking 
Spanish,” reports junior student, Rachael 
Orbe. 



Page 11 The ChiefTain

MHS NEWS
By: Jessica Fortenberry

 What do you want to do when 
you get older? Be a lawyer?  Satisfy your 
parents and be a doctor? Writer? A singer?  
October 26, 2011 there were visitors for a 
career fair here at Montville High School. 
Nineteen different employees represented 
their careers for students to get ideas 
about the real world, and to help them 
plan what education and skills are needed 
in different jobs.
 “Everything you do is about 
selling” was a common expression used 
by the employers.  Jody Jordan, a State 
farm agent shares, “I went to college 
for sports, I never knew I would end up 
working for State Farm, but I love it, I 
found what I want to do.” Some of the 
seniors here at Montville High are leaving 
the high school not knowing what they 
want to do when they get older, or even 

Career Fair
knowing what path to go down. “Stick 
with stepping stones that transfer to other 
jobs, choose something you can flip to 
succeed in something else, don’t settle 
too soon,” says Sonalyst representative,  
Jane Goldsmith. Even if students know 
what they want to do, everyone should 
go through  general studies in college to 
experience a taste of other fields. 
 “Going into the medical field, 
college awaits me with several science 
courses that I need for my career,” says 
Mallory Tassone, sophomore at MHS.  
According to  the spokesperson for Backus 
Hospital and American Ambulance, “You 
don’t need a lot of science for [some] 
health care professions; a lot of jobs are 
just hands-on engagement.” By getting 
this input throughout the career fair, it 
helped students look at their futures’ in a 

different perspective and shows a different 
angle of unique careers. 
 As reported in TopUSAJobs.com, 
“There are currently 36,665 jobs available 
in CT.” Students need to keep in mind that 
one of those jobs could be a career of their 
own one day

By: Nina DiCocco
Take the Pledge
 Around the halls of Montville 
high you may have seen yellow papers 
saying: “Take the pledge.” This is an anti-
bullying pledge where students signed 
a paper and a poster board promising 
not to bully, to help end bullying. After 
signing the papers and the poster students 
received a rope bracelet with an orange 
bead to show his or her support. This 
event was put together by Montville’s 
peer mediators.
 Many students at Montville 
high school do not realize how bullying 
effects people. Most students who are 
bullied show no signs of it and keep it to 
themselves. The victim is too embarrassed 
to say anything. No one ever stops and 
thinks about how that person is feeling 
when you call them names and make fun 
of them.
 Another thing students don’t 
realize is that there are different kinds 

of bullying. Many students 
think it is just beating someone 
up which would be physical 
bullying, but calling someone 
a name is bullying as well. 
This would be a form of verbal 
bullying. The internet has also 
made a major impact. This is 
called cyber bullying. Most of 
the time a student calls someone 
a name they are just joking, not 
intending to hurt someone’s 
feelings, but the victim may not 
see it as a joke. Bullying can 
affect someone emotionally and 
physically.
 Next time you call 
someone a name and make fun 
of them, put yourself in their 
shoes. Take the pledge and help 
put a stop to bullying.

MHS students get information on career day.
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By: Tenzin Khando

 Montville is a small town in 
Connecticut; a group of people from 
different cultures creating a community 
with each other, assisting each other  with 
health, education and careers and with 
kids who would like to go to school and 
college. Many people  think that Montville 
is the best place to be because of the good 
schools and the good people.  Many of our 
students think that Montville is the best 
school in Connecticut.  
           I think Montville High School is the 
best place I have ever been in my life.  I 
have been in many different countries and 
they all have different education systems 
and cultures.  Many people move here 
because Montville is a small town and a 
quiet place. Many Tibetan people want 
come to school at Montville because 
their parents work at Mohegan Sun and 

What Is Montville?
Foxwood and most Tibetan people like 
to settle down in quiet places. They want 
their kids to go to school at Montville High 
School because they hear from people that 
Connecticut is best place to study. 
            I interviewed people about what 
they think Montville is and how they 
feel about the education system. One 
of my friends, Lauren, said she liked 
Montville, because it’s a small 
town and everyone can’t wait to 
go other places and to explore. 
She said the education system of 
Montville is best school and it’s 
all because of teachers, students 
and the different level of classes. 
        Jampa thinks that Montville is 
the best school  she has ever been to 
because all the teachers are really nice 
and they are helpful to students who are 

learning second languages. She said that 
everyone was really polite and so nice to 
each other and she likes Montville and the 
education system.

By: Nick Iaconiello
Connecticut Wildlife
 Connecticut is the third smallest state in the nation and the fourth most densely 

p o p u l a t e d . 
Despite this, 
C o n n e c t i c u t 
ranks third in 
forest cover and 
supports a wide 
variety of wildlife 
from black 
bears to Atlantic 
sturgeon.  But 
despite the fact 
that many of our 
native wildlife 
animals are doing 
fine we all seem 
to forget that 
while some are 
thriving others 
are not.  Animals 
such as bob cats, 
pumas, beavers, 

and wolves are fast disappearing. These 
carnivores are shy so when we build on 
their hunting grounds they refuse to come 
near us making their hunting grounds 
smaller.  Thus, these animals are starving 
to death. Unlike coyotes and fox, these 
animals cannot survive off of small 
prey but since deer and the like have no 
problem staying around humans, that 
means these animals have lost their main 
food source .   They will not follow the 
larger prey into civilization. This shows 
how terrified these creatures are of us  
that not even starvation can drive them to 
come near us. What makes this even more 
distressing an issue is that only one other 
state on the east coast has these animals 
at all. So we must all come together to 
protect these animals because if we don’t 
they will disappear from the east coast 
entirely.   We must pass laws to maintain 
open space in Connecticut.


